








Although Erwitt is best remembered for his funny photos, not all laughter is a response to

humor. In fact, most of Erwitt ’s subjects don’t realize they’re doing anything worth laughing

about. He was a vigilant, wry observer, staying alert so that the viewer could be in on jokes that

weren’t necessarily obvious.

Erwitt was a consummate ironist who reveled in the unexpected. His beloved dog photographs

capture how animals look at each other—and at us—rather than the other way around. When

asked why he photographed canines so often, he said, “ ey are easy subjects and I love them.

To get their attention, I bark. In fact, dogs are people with more hair. Best of all, they don’t ask

for prints.”

Last Laughs, by Elliott
Erwitt
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“Elliott Erwitt:  Last Laughs,” an accompanying exhibition at Staley-Wise Gallery, in New York, is on until

August 2
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S I G N  U P  F O R  A I R  M A I L

An entertaining, but also serious weekend edition, delivered
every Saturday morning at six o’clock.


