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"I had a lot of model friends, and I just kind of recorded our life," recalls Pamela Hanson, whose candid
photographs of larger-than-life models put her on the fashion map. "At that time, the looseness was really
unusual." That time was 1980, when Hanson was one of the only a handful female fashion photographers
working. That life was in Paris, where the self-taught photographer (she started taking pictures at 13, and had a
darkroom in her basement) got her break when the art directors of Per Lui and Elle magazines discovered her
reportage-style images of her "super” friends. Ok, sure, it's nearly impossible to take a bad picture of Naomi or
Christy. But through Hanson's eyes, we get to see their charm, their natural beauty, their soul. Above all, Hanson's
gaze is one of optimism—something that feels oh-so refreshing right now.
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PAMELA ON NADEGE DU BOSPERTUS

"THIS WAS A STORY ON RALPH LAUVREN, WHO WAS HUGE
AT THE TIME. WE SHOTIT IN THE STREETS OF NEW YORK.
IN THOSE DAYS, WE WOULD JUST SHOOT IN THE STREET,
NO PERMITS, NOT A LOT OF EQUIPMENT. YOU COULD JUST
DRIVE AROUND AND SHOOT.”

Nadege du Bospertus, New York, 1990
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PAMELA ON NAOMI CAMPBEL.L

""This was in Paris. We were doing a shoot for French Vogue, and this was just between shots. I always had
my Leica with me, and would always do personal snapshots. I wanted to stop for a cup of coffee and
Naomi's having a Coke. I first worked with her when she was 16; we did a story for Elle in Deauville. 1
really love Naomi...She was always late, but she was always so much fun."

Naomi Campbell, Paris 1990
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PAMELA ON YASMEEN GHAURI

"My God, I love Yasmeen. I used to shoot her a lot. This is an outtake from a shoot we did in Rome. We

started early that morning and took all of the clothes with us, and we just spent all day outside shooting.
This was the end of the day in a bar. We had zero budget, and you didn't even think about it. And the
models didn't complain. It was kind of like spending the day with all of your friends."

Yasmeen Ghauri, Rome, 1990
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PAMELA ONUMA THURMAN

"Uma was 16 here on a shoot for GQ somewhere in Massachusetts, at a farm outside of Boston. 1986. 1
was pregnant. Look how cut she looks. She was 16 but she was pretty mature for her age."

Uma Thurman, Massachusetts, 1986
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PAMELA ON TYRA BANKS

"This was in Rome for Italian Glamour. She was already a force when we shot this, and I knew she would
go on to doing something more than modeling. She was driven."
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"Tyra Banks, Rome, 1992
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PAMELA ON MILLA JOVOVICH

"Lei magazine in 1987. I shot it with [stylist] Brana Wolf. Lei was all about those Italian advertiser brands.

There were thousands of them, and the clothes were just really bad. That's where Brana was so brilliant,
putting jeans and T-shirts under things. The magazine would just send suitcases of just the shit...80s
sportswear and bright colors with numbers and writing all over them and all that stuff. But you really
could style it however you wanted to, create the story you wanted. That was the saving grace."

Milla Jovovich, Paris, 1987
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PAMELA ON CHRISTY TURLINGTON BURNS

"CHRISTY HAS ALWAYS BEEN REALLY SPECIAL. ORLANDO
[PITA] HAD JUST CUT HER HAIR. THIS SWEATSHIRT
PICTURE WAS JUST A PERSONAL SNAP. DOESN'T SHE
JUST LOOK AMAZING? SHE'S GOT SUCH A GOOD HEAD
ON HER SHOULDERS. SHE WAS INVESTED IN THE
INDUSTRY, BUT AS A JOB. SHE REALLY UNDERSTOOD
WHEN NOT TO LET IT FUCK WITH HER. SHE DEVELOPED
REAL FRIENDSHIPS OVER THE YEARS WITH PEOPLE IN
THE BUSINESS AND I THINK HAS KEPT THEM. 1 REALLY
DON"T KNOW ANYBODY ELSE LIKE HER.”

Christy Turlington, New York, 1990
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